
 1 

COMMONS AND RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE 
13 April 2016 

 
AGENDA ITEM 4                  MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 

 

A. Questioner’s Name: Cllr Steve Lydon Response:  

Can the Chair and Inspector please assure me and the public 
that any decision reached at the CROW committee and that the 
Inspectors report and decision were not influenced by related 
facts.  
 
A) The County Council own land by Leonard Stanley school 
adjacent to the Mankley Field site which is subject to the Village 
Green application. That the current land value of the land 
adjacent to the school is based on it being used as agricultural 
land. However, it has been put to me as the Village Green 
application is to all intent and purposes the last hurdle that the 
developers need to overcome. That the County wants the 
Village Green application turned down, this means that the land 
adjacent or the school can be sold not as agricultural land ( e.g. 
approx. £1200 per acre ) but as land for housing (e.g. 
£1,000,000m per acre). 
 
 
There is another point that needs to be taken into 
consideration:-  
 
B) Planning permission was turned down by Stroud District 
Council, on appeal permission was granted. However, despite 
their [local residents] much evidence ref. traffic chaos being 
caused by this development, the Highways Dept. at the County 
Council did not oppose the development going ahead, based on 
a subjective interpretation of the NPPF. Of course the decision 
to give the green light to the development by County Highways 

The Inspector has provided a formal response to Cllr Lydon’s 
Questions which is attached for reference.  
 
For information the Inspector appointed to hear the Mankley 
Field town and village green application is a leading barrister 
practicing in town and village green legislation in independent 
practice, who has no association with the County Council 
beyond their appointment as Inspector to hear the evidence in 
respect of the application. 
 
The appointment of an independent Inspector is the accepted 
way of dealing with applications for the registration of new town 
and village green applications. 
 
As Chairman I can confirm that the Commons Registration 
Authority in preparing the Commons and Rights of Way 
committee report for consideration by the Committee has not 
taken into consideration any irrelevant facts in coming to its 
recommendation. 
 
A town and village green application can only be determined by 
way of statutory test as set out in section 15 of the Commons 
Act 2006. Each element of the test must be met for an 
application to be successful. i.e. “a significant number of the 
inhabitants of any locality, or any neighbourhood within a 
locality, have indulged as of right in lawful sports and pastimes 
on the land for a period of at least 20 years…”     
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was not influenced by the County making a substantial financial 
gain if the development goes ahead.  
 
I wish [sic] my questions formally answered and recorded and 
put into the public domain.  
 
Thank you  
 
Steve Lydon County Cllr for Dursley. 
 

 

The recommendation within the committee report is based on 
the application of the statutory test together with the Inspectors 
findings of fact of the evidence submitted by all parties in written 
and oral format. 
 
The planning application process is governed by the provisions 
set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as such 
outside of the scope of the Commons Act 2006. Any planning 
considerations could not and did not inform the recommendation 
as set out in the Inspectors Report or committee report in 
respect of this town and village green application. 
 
The County Council’s land interest in the application site is 
minimal. The ownership of the site is not a material 
consideration for the purposes of determining the application 
under s15 of the Commons Act 2006 and as such was not taken 
into consideration in respect of the recommendation before the 
Committee. 
  
The Commons Registration Authority is a stand alone body to 
the County Council and therefore cannot take into account any 
benefit or loss the County Council may obtain in respect of 
determining an application for a town or village green. 
 
The burden and standard of proof for the registration of a town 
or village green application lies with the Applicant directly. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 

 

 

AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND KNOWN AS MANKLEY 

FIELD, LEONARD STANLEY, STROUD, AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE 

GREEN PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006  

 

 

 

RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS  

 

OF ROWENA MEAGER (INSPECTOR) 

Dated 6 April 2016 
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1. Since the publication of my Report dated 14 March 2016 in which I 

recommend refusal of the application to register land known as 

Mankley Field, Leonard Stanley, Stroud, as a town or village green 

pursuant to section 15 of the Commons Act 2006, I have been asked by 

the Council to formally answer some questions put by Councillor Steve 

Lydon in advance of the forthcoming meeting of the Commons and 

Rights of Way Committee on 13 April 2016. 

 

2. The questions posed are set out in the attached document. I will not 

repeat the substance of the questions here. However, I can confirm that 

the only matters that I took into account in the assessment of whether 

or not the Mankley Field site should be registered as a new town or 

village green are those set out in the statutory test that were recited in 

full in my Report, together with the findings of fact that I made in 

conjunction with my assessment of the evidence presented to me (both 

oral and written).  

 

3. The issues raised in the questions put to me are irrelevant to the 

determination of whether or not an application for registration of land 

as a new town or village green can succeed and, as I hope is evident 

from the content of my Report and the lack of any reference to the 

matters raised in the questions put to me, I can confirm that the only 

considerations that I took account of when coming to my assessment of 

the proper determination of the application for registration are those 

that are prescribed by the statutory test.  

 

4. For the avoidance of doubt, I was not influenced in any way by the 

ownership of the land, or any part of it, the value of the application 

land or parts of it (with or without development value enhancement) 

or any planning related issues. Such issues are irrelevant to the 

determination of an application for registration of a new town or 

village green and any evidence I might have seen or heard that 
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touched upon matters not pertinent to the statutory test have been 

completely disregarded by me, as they must be. 

 

5. I hope the foregoing provides the reassurance sought in the questions 

put by Councillor Steve Lydon and will be reported to the Commons 

and Rights of Way Committee accordingly. 

 

 

ROWENA MEAGER 

 No 5 Chambers 

6 April 2016 
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